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barber-surgeon, a Burgundian of unspecified vocation,, certain Bristol merchants (their number unknown), and perhaps a dozen English sailors* The participation of Sebastian Cabot is attested solely by the legend on the Paris Map, which, in this particular, very likely emanated from Sebastian himself. We are not obliged to believe it. The statement may be mere vainglory; but there is nothing impossible in it. Boys commonly went to sea at that age in the old days. The great Dutchman de Ruyter related that he made his first transatlantic voyage at the age of ten. The fact that none of the contemporary witnesses mentions Sebastian is not fatal to his claim. His father did not take him on to London after his return, but left the whole family at Bristol.1 The Genoese and the Burgundian are both mentioned by Soncino, who had questioned them about the voyage. It is quite hopeless to identify them further. Some commentators have surmised that the so-called Burgundian was the Fleming Johan Ruysch, who certainly did sail in an English ship from Bristol to the new lands at some date before I5o8.2 But it is a mere guess, of the sort that does harm by confusing issues, for there were several later expeditions which Ruysch could have accompanied, and the details of his own map do not suggest that he knew much about the Cabot voyages. The presence of the Bristol merchants is expressly stated by Toby's Chronicle, which regards them as the leaders of the expedition. It is implied also by Soncino, who relates that, Cabot being poor and a foreigner, his story would not be believed were it not corroborated by his English companions; and that "the leading men in this enterprise are from Bristol, and great seamen". This hardly indicates illiterate sailors, whose testimony would carry little more weight than that of the foreigner himself; it points rather to sea-going merchants, who would easily be described as "great seamen3' by an Italian cleric. Who were they? Referring to the list of contemporary Bristol men known to have been interested in discovery, we find it includes John Jay the younger, Robert Thome the elder, Hugh Elyot, Richard Warde, Thomas Asshehurst and John Thomas. Jay was by this time an elderly man, but the others were active many years later, although they are all found in the customs ledgers of 1492-3 or earlier. Two names stand out especially5 those of Thorne and Elyot, for the former's son has claimed that they were "the discoverers of the New Found Land", This statement alone might reasonably be taken to hint at participation in the voyage of 1497. But the further details given by the younger Thorne indicate a more prolonged expedition and agree better with what is known of that of 1498. At that 1 No. 20, Pasqualigo's letter.                         2 See below, p. 221,